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REPORT 


UPON  THE 


‘UXUitbingtcm  local  Boavb  district 


FOR  THE  YEAR  i8yj. 


I. 

Tabular  statement  of  the  mortality  within  the  district ,  classified 
according  to  diseases ,  ages  and  localities. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  which  occurred  in  the  district 
during  the  year  1893  amounts  to  330.  This  number  is  inclusive 
of  16  which  took  place  in  the  Chorlton  Union  Workhouse  among 
persons  belonging  to  the  district.  Estimating  the  population  to 
have  increased  from  23,838  at  the  time  of  the  Census  in  1891  to 
25,400  in  1893,  we  obtain  the  favourable  annual  death-rate  of  12-9 
per  thousand  of  the  population,  a  rate  which  is  lower  than  that  of 
any  previous  year  since  1886,  when  it  was  i2-8. 

Calculated  with  the  same  estimated  population  as  a  basis,  we 
find  that  the  birth-rate  during  1893  was  21-5. 

In  Table  I.  we  have  the  populations,  deaths,  death-rates,  births 
and  birth-rates  of  the  previous  seven  years  compared  with  the 
corresponding  figures  of  1893. 


Comparison  of  the  death-rates  and  birth-rates  from  1886  to  1893. 


CO 

00 

00 

r-H 

1887 

1888 

1889 

1890 

1891 

1892 

1893 

Population  . 

19,710 

20,568 

21,426 

22,284 

23,142 

24,000 

24,700 

25,400 

Total  number  of  deaths 

253 

289 

281 

318 

311 

363 

340 

330 

Annual  death-rates . 

1 2 ’8 

i4-o 

13-1 

I4’2 

13-4 

I5'° 

137 

12-9 

Total  number  of  births 

462 

506 

503 

547 

484 

548 

54° 

548 

Annual  birth-rates . 

,  23‘4 

24  ‘6 

23  '4 

24T 

20 -9 

22 -8 

21  \S 

21*5 

This  table  shows  us  a  fairly  stable  death-rate  during  the  past 
eight  years,  fluctuating  within  the  narrow  limits  between  i2-8  as  a 
minimum  and  15  as  a  maximum.  The  mean  death-rate  during 
this  period  is  i3-6 — not  unduly  high  when  we  consider  the  close 
proximity  of  the  district  to  a  large  centre  of  population,  and  the 
frequent  importation  of  zymotic  disease  which  is  taking  place  from 
other  parts. 

The  next  table  (Table  II.)  gives  the  ages  at  which  the  deaths 
have  occurred,  arranged  in  “  age-groups  ”  as  in  previous  reports, 
and  compared  with  the  corresponding  groups  of  the  previous 
seven  years. 

Table  II. 

Table  of  the  ages  at  which  the  deaths  occurred  i?i  1893  and  seven 

preceding  years. 


1886 

1887 

1888 

18891890 

1891 

1892 

1893 

Under  1  year  of  age  . 

5i 

48 

5° 

69 

64 

67 

66 

82 

Between  1  year  and  5  years . 

30 

23 

29 

40 

30 

33 

34 

23 

Between  5  and  15  years  . 

1 1 

15 

10 

12 

10 

10 

8 

11 

Between  15  and  25  years . 

12 

18 

l3 

19 

12 

13 

17 

10 

Between  25  and  60  years  . 

78 

99 

94 

92 

102 

109 

129 

100 

Over  60  years  of  age  . 

*7i 

86 

85 

86 

93 

131 

86 

104 

This  table  shows  a  very  large  number  of  deaths  under  the  age 
of  one  year,  almost  exactly  one-quarter  of  the  total  number  of 
deaths  in  1893.  In  Table  I.  we  have  seen  that  548  births  were 
registered  in  the  district  during  the  year,  while  we  observe  in 
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Table  II.  that  there  were  82  deaths  in  children  under  one  year 
old.  In  other  words,  that  there  were  for  every  hundred  births 
fifteen  deaths  during  the  first  year  of  life.  This  proportion  is 
much  too  high,  and  compares  badly  with  the  corresponding  figures 
of  the  previous  five  years,  which  are  as  follows:  1888,  xo  per 
cent. ;  1889,  12  per  cent. ;  1890,  13  per  cent.  ■  1891,  10  per  cent. ; 
1892,  i2  per  cent.  The  registered  causes  for  these  deaths  will  be 
considered  in  Table  III.  We  note  also  in  Table  II.  the  large 
number  of  deaths  which  have  occurred  in  persons  over  sixty  years 
of  age  :  a  larger  number  than  in  any  of  the  previous  seven  years 
with  the  exception  of  the  year  1891,  when  the  prevalence  of 
influenza  contributed  greatly,  directly  or  indirectly,  in  raising  the 
mortality. 

The  next  table  (Table  III.)  deals  with  the  causes  of  death  in 
infants  under  one  year,  and  in  it  we  see  what  a  large  part  is  played 
amongst  these  cases  by  the  so-called  diet  diseases.  Diarrhoea  is 
accountable  for  thirteen  deaths,  but  of  these  at  least  half  the 
number  were  certified  to  be  of  a  zymotic  character,  and  conse¬ 
quently  may  be  supposed  to  be  due  to  other  influences  than 
simply  that  of  improper  food.  But  it  is  a  well-known  fact  that 
children  fed  at  the  breast  are  less  liable  to  this  form  of  diarrhoea 
than  those  artificially  fed,  and  it  is  more  than  probable  that  the 
zymotic  element  which  causes  this  class  of  disease  is  introduced 
into  the  system  by  means  of  the  food.  The  deaths  classed  under 
the  heading  of  “  wasting  and  gastro-intestinal  catarrh  ”  call  for 
somewhat  similar  observations.  It  is  a  remarkable  fact  that  at 
the  hospital  with  which  I  am  connected,  although  many  infants  of 
Jewish  parentage  are  brought  for  treatment,  it  is  the  exception  to 
find  one  who  is  emaciated,  while  the  babies  of  the  corresponding 
class  of  Christians  are  frequently,  if  not  usually,  in  that  condition. 
This  is  to  be 'explained  by  the  Jewish  custom,  almost  invariably 
carried  out  by  the  people  I  refer  to,  of  the  mothers  suckling  their 
young ;  while  it  is  almost  equally  the  rule  among  the  Christians  of 
the  poorer  classes  to  feed  their  children  by  means  of  a  more  or 
less  obnoxious  bottle,  and  with  food  which  an  infant’s  stomach  is 
quite  unable  to  digest. 
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Table  III. 


Causes  of  death  under  07ie  year  of  age. 

I. 

Pulmonary  diseases. 

RroncVhitis,  Sic . .  . . 

13 

II. 

Infectious  diseases  ..  j 

Influenza  . 

Whooping  cough  . 

'si  ■ 

•  4 

III. 

Diet  diseases . - 

r  Diarrhoea  . 

Wasting  and  gastro-intestinal  catarrh.. 
Convulsions . 

'll 

5  J 

•  37 

IV. 

Congenital  diseases.- 

( Cong,  syphilis  . 

Tuberculosis  . . 

Premature  birth  and  debility  . 

L  Heart  disease . 

11 

■  23 

V. 

Other  causes  . 

Suffocation . 

Not  classified  . 

3} 

•  5 

82 


The  deaths  under  one  year  in  the  township  of  Withington 
amount  to  32,  or  15  per  cent,  of  the  births ;  in  1892  the  proportion 
was  13  percent.;  in  1891  it  was  17  percent.  In  Didsbury  the 
deaths  were  23,  or  14  per  cent,  of  the  births,  compared  with 
8  per  cent,  in  1892,  and  5  per  cent,  in  1891.  In  Chorlton-cum- 
Hardy  the  deaths  were  17,  or  13  per  cent  of  the  births,  compared 
with  12  per  cent,  in  both  1892  and  1891.  In  Burnage  the 
deaths  amounted  to  9,  or  15  per  cent,  of  the  births,  compared 

with  17  per  cent,  in  1892,  and  11  per  cent,  in  1891. 

* 

The  number  of  deaths  in  the  district  under  five  years  of  age, 
inclusive  of  those  under  one  year  which  we  have  first  considered, 
was  105.  The  causes  of  death  are  enumerated  in  Table  IV.,  in 
which  also  are  given  the  corresponding  figures  of  the  previous  five 
years.  The  table  shows  the  enormous  preponderance  which  the 
deaths  from  diarrhoea  during  the  past  year  have  over  all  other 
zymotic  diseases.  For  the  reasons  I  have  already  given,  I  think 
it  fair  to  consider  only  part  of  these  deaths  to  be  due  to  germs, 
the  remainder  being  probably  attributable  to  improper  food. 
Deaths  from  pulmonary  diseases  were  not  so  numerous  as  they 
have  been  in  the  previous  two  years ;  'and  on  the  whole  the  table, 
in  so  far  as  it  has  reference  to  those  deaths  which  took  place 
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between  the  ages  of  one  year  and  five  years,  has  a  distinctly 
favourable  aspect. 

Table  IV. 

Deaths  throughout  the  district  in  children  under  fii'e  years  of  age , 


from  1 888  to  1893. 


Class  of  Disease 

Name  of  Disease 

1888 

1889 

1890 

1891 

1892 

1893 

1  •  / 

Measles  . 

5 

6 

1 

5 

Scarlet  fever  . . 

2 

1 

1 

2 

2 

Diphtheria  . 

2 

5 

2 

1 

... 

1 

Croup  . 

1 

... 

1 

I. — Zymotic 

Whooping  cough  . 

9 

7 

-•> 

J 

7 

10 

3 

diseases  ...  1 

Enteric  fever  . 

Typhus  fever . 

... 

. .  . 

... 

Other  or  doubtful  fevers  ... 

... 

... 

Diarrhoea . . 

4 

12 

1 1 

2 

4 

17 

Influenza  . 

1 

II. — Lung  | 

Bronchitis,  pneumonia,  and 

diseases  ...  ) 

pleurisy  . 

19 

17 

H 

20 

27 

■‘7 

III. — Diseases  I 

not  classified  ) 

43 

62 

56 

67 

54 

63 

Total  . 

79 

1C9 

94 

100 

100 

105 

1 

Of  the  105  deaths  under  five  years,  37  occurred  in  Withington,  30 
in  Didsbury,  24  in  Chorlton-cum-Hardy,  13  in  Burnage,  and  one  in 
the  Workhouse  belonging  to  Withington.  Table  V.  shows  the  cal¬ 
culated  death-rates  in  children  per  thousand  of  the  population  in  the 
various  townships,  and  affords  a  comparison  with  the  corresponding 
figures  of  the  two  years  1881  and  1891,  when  the  exact  population  of 
each  township  was  accurately  known.  The  disadvantage  attending 
the  estimation  of  death-rates  from  calculated  populations  is  parti¬ 
cularly  in  force  in  the  case  of  small  sections  of  age-groups  such  as 
the  one  we  have  under  consideration,  and  for  this  reason  I  would 
not  lay  very  great  stress  upon  the  value  of  those  figures  in  Table 
V.  which  have  reference  to  the  past  year.  At  the  same  time, 
however,  it  is  to  be  noted  that  in  Burnage,  healthy  and  rural  as  it 
is,  the  mortality  in  children  under  five  years  was  higher  than  in 
other  parts  of  the  district,  as  indeed  it  has  been  during  the  past 
six  years. 
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Table  V. 

Death-rates  per  thousand,  of  the  population  of  the 
different  townships  in  children  under  five  years  of  age 
in  1893,  compared  with  those  of  1881  and  1891  ( Census 
years  ). 


Townships 

1881 

1891  1893 

Withington . 

37 

4’6  !  3 ‘5 

Didsbury  . 

3 '4 

2‘4  3 '9 

Chorlton-cum- Hardy  . 

5i 

4*i  j  4‘S 

I  'I 

8-6  1  7 -a 

^  1 

In  the  next  table  (Table  VI.)  are  grouped  the  causes  of  all  the 
deaths  which  have  occurred  during  the  year. 

Table  VI. 


Deaths  throughout  the  district  i?i  persons  at  all  ages,  prom 

1888  to  1893. 


Diseases 

1888 

1889 

1890 

1891 

1892 

1893 

Smallpox . 

... 

! 

1 

Measles  . 

5 

6 

1 

5 

... 

Scarlet  fever . 

■f 

J 

2 

2 

3 

3 

|  Diphtheria . 

4 

14 

4 

2 

5 

Croup . 

... 

1 

1 

1  Whooping  cough  . 

9 

7 

0 

J 

7 

10 

4 

Typhus  fever . 

... 

Enteric  fever . 

4 

4 

2 

4 

4 

j  Other  or  doubtful  fevers  . 

\  Diarrhoea  . 

4 

12 

T  ^ 

3 

4 

18 

v Influenza  . 

i  ••• 

... 

... 

6 

Rheumatic  fever . 

1  5 

... 

2 

2 

2 

... 

Erysipelas  . 

1 

1 

1 

2 

... 

Puerperal  fever . 

2 

1 

... 

1 

2 

Phthisis  . 

22 

28 

28 

34 

23 

24 

Bronchitis,  pneumonia,  and  pleurisy 

49 

53 

73 

88 

84 

5i 

Heart  disease  . 

23 

24 

20 

31 

15 

26 

Injuries  . 

7 

13 

10 

6 

16 

12 

Other  diseases  not  classified . 

148 

i55 

146 

185 

174 

174 

Total  number  of  deaths  . 

281 

318 

3i  1 

363 

340 

330 
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Although  the  total  number  of  deaths  in  the  column  for  1893  is 
actually  smaller  than  it  was  in  1891  and  1892,  we  find  that  the 
zymotic  diseases — including  under  that  term  all  cases  of  diarrhoea, 
and  with  the  addition  of  influenza,  which  has  not  been  classed  in 
previous  reports — form  a  considerable  proportion  of  the  whole. 
Forty-one  deaths  from  these  diseases  constitute  a  very  serious 
item,  and  of  these  we  have  already  seen  that  twenty-five  were 
under  five  years  of  age.  (Compare  Tables  IV.  and  VI.)  Of 
the  sixteen  which  occurred  over  five  years,  scarlet  fever,  whooping 
cough  and  diarrhoea  each  caused  one  death,  four  deaths  were 
from  diphtheria,  four  from  enteric  fever  and  five  were  from 
influenza. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  bronchitis,  pneumonia,  &c.,  is 
smaller  than  in  any  of  the  preceding  four  years. 
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II. 

A  Summary  of  the  action  taken  during  the  year  for  preventing 

the  spread  of  disease. 

Smallpox. — From  January  to  June  no  month  passed  without  one 
or  more  cases  of  this  fever  occurring  in  some  part  of  the  district  \ 
but  since  the  latter  month  there  has  been  no  further  visitation  of 
the  disease,  with  the  exception  of  three  very  mild  cases  which 
occurred  amongst  the  children  of  a  housfe  situated  in  Ladybarn. 
The  first  case  notified  was  that  of  a  man  living  in  Didsbury, 
who  was  in  the  habit  of  going  into  Manchester  daily  to 
business.  He  began  to  be  ill  on  January  23rd,  was  seen  by  a 
medical  man  on  the  26th,  and  was  at  once  removed  to  Monsall, 
where  unfortunately  he  died.  On  his  removal  the  members  of  his 
household  were  at  once  re-vaccinated,  and  no  one  contracted  the 
disease.  The  patient  himself  had  never  been  vaccinated  at  all. 

The  second  case  was  that  of  the  ambulance  driver  of  the  Board, 
who  removed  the  above-mentioned  patient  on  January  26th  to 
Monsall  Hospital.  This  driver  came  into  immediate  contact  with 
the  patient  at  the  time  the  van  was  drawn  up  at  the  hospital,  as  he 
opened  the  door  in  order  to  give  him  a  drink  of  water  which  he 
called  for  through  the  window.  This  act  of  kindness  cost  the 
driver  a  serious  illness,  for  on  February  7th  he  commenced  to  feel 
unwell,  and  three  days  later  the  rash  of  the  disease  showed  itself. 
He  was  at  once  removed  to  the  hospital  and,  I  am  glad  to  say,  did 
well.  Every  one  in  his  household  was  re-vaccinated  upon  the  day  of 
his  removal,  and  no  further  case  arose.  There  were  two  other 
cases — one  in  Withington  and  one  in  Whalley  Range — during  the 
month  of  February,  but  not  connected  in  any  way  with  the  pre¬ 
ceding  cases  nor  with  each  other.  A  case  of  smallpox  was  notified 
in  Chorlton-cum-Hardy'in  March,  seven  cases  (four  in  a  house  in 
Ladybarn,  two  in  a  house  in  Withington,  and  one  in  Didsbury) 
were  notified  in  April,  three  cases  (all  in  Withington)  in  May,  and 
one  in  Whalley  Range  in  June.  The  very  mild  cases  which 
occurred  in  Ladybarn  in  the  month  of  November  I  have  already 
mentioned.  Of  the  nineteen  cases  which  occurred  during  the 
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year,  fourteen  were  removed  to  hospital,  where  three  of  them 
proved  fatal.  Of  these  three  fatal  cases,  one  patient,  as  I  have 
said,  was  never  vaccinated  ;  the  other  two,  both  adults,  had  only 
been  vaccinated  in  infancy.  These  two  apparently  contracted  the 
disease  from  a  tramp  not  belonging  to  the  district  who  had  slept  in 
the  same  outhouse  with  them  twelve  days  before  their  symptoms 
began.  All  efforts  to  trace  the  tramp  proved  fruitless.  The 
utmost  dispatch  in  conveying  the  patients  to  hospital  was  used  in 
every  instance  in  which  removal  was  permitted.  Re-vaccination 
was  strongly  recommended  in  every  household  where  the  disease 
occurred,  and  by  means  of  placards  the  same  recommendation 
was  made  throughout  the  district  as  a  general  precaution.  The 
infected  houses  were  thoroughly  disinfected,  the  bedding  and 
clothing  stoved,  the  paper  was  stripped  from  the  walls  of  the 
sick  rooms  and  the  walls  were  limewashed.  I  think  we  may 
safely  say  that  with  the  exception  of  the  first  two  cases,  the 
relation  between  which  I  have  explained,  there  was  no  instance  of 
the  disease  spreading  from  a  house  within  the  district  to  any  other 
house,  and  that  each  time  smallpox  made  its  appearance  in  the 
district  it  had  been  brought  in  from  other  parts. 

Measles. — 134  cases  of  measles,  which  occurred  in  eighty-four 
houses,  came  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Board  during  the  past  year. 
A  considerable  proportion  of  them  occurred  during  the  month  of 
January,  when  an  epidemic  of  the  disease  prevailed  in  the  town¬ 
ship  of  Didsbury.  It  may  be  remembered  that  in  the  Annual 
Report  for  1892,  when  writing  upon  the  subject  of  measles,  I 
mentioned  that  “in  September  a  few  cases  were  reported  in 
Didsbury,  and  since  then  the  fever  has  continued  to  prevail  in 
that  township,  though  not  attaining  any  large  proportions  until 
the  present  time,  when  it  threatens  to  become  rather  serious.” 
Fortunately,  by  the  end  of  the  month  of  January  the  epidemic 
died  out  without  having  caused  any  deaths.  During  the  subse¬ 
quent  part  of  the  year  there  were  comparatively  few  cases 
scattered  about  the  district,  it  being  only  necessary  to  notice  two 
small  epidemics.  One  consisted  of  nine  or  ten  cases  which 
occurred  in  Withington  during  the  month  of  July.  This  was 
fortunately  speedily  ended  by  the  school,  which  seemed  to  be  the 
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centre  for  the  spread  of  the  disease,  being  closed  for  a  three  weeks’ 
holiday.  The  second  was  one  comprising  fourteen  cases,  which 
occurred  in  Chorlton-cum-Hardy  during  the  month  of  October, 
and  was  also  connected  with  a  school.  The  disease  throughout 
the  year  has  been  of  a  mild  type.  Printed  precautions  to 
prevent  the  spread  of  the  disease  have  been  distributed  to  each 
of  the  houses  in  which  it  occurred,  and  the  authorities  of  the 
school  concerned  have  been  warned  as  soon  as  possible  after  the 
Board  has  become  aware  of  the  existence  of  a  case  amongst  its 
scholars.  It  seems  even  now  not  to  be  generally  understood  that 
in  the  Withington  district  measles  must  be  notified.  This  is  to  be 
regretted,  for  the  obvious  reason  that  an  unreported  case  of  the 
disease  is  more  likely  to  prove  the  starting  point  of  an  epidemic 
than  one  of  which  a  report  is  duly  sent  in  enabling  the  Board  to 
warn  the  school  of  the  patient,  and  to  provide  a  leaflet  of 
instructions  for  the  parents,  pointing  out  the  way  to  prevent  any 
further  spread  of  the  disease.  The  unreported  cases  have  been 
those  which  have  been  so  mild  that  no  medical  man  has  been 
called  in. 


Scarlet  fever. — No  month  in  1893  has  passed  without  cases  of 
this  fever  being  notified  :  August,  September,  and  October  being 
the  months  during  which  the  largest  number  of  cases  arose.  The 
total  number  during  the  year  was  117,  and  they  occurred  in 
eighty-seven  houses.  As  we  have  already  seen,  three  deaths 
resulted.  To  compare  with  previous  years,  the  following  table  is 
added  : — 


M 

00 

00 

-a 

1888  . 

.  112  „ 

1889  . 

.  81  „ 

1890  . 

.  46  ,, 

1891  . 

.  53  >, 

1892  . 

.  57  „ 

1893  . 

.  1 17  » 

6  deaths 

3  >> 

2  „ 

2  >> 

3  v 
°  >, 

3 


It  will  be  perceived  from  this  table  that  the  district  in  the  past 
year  has  suffered  more  from  scarlet  fever  than  in  any  of  the 
previous  five  years. 
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The  next  table  shows  the  incidence  of  the  disease  upon  the 
four  townships  in  the  different  months  of  the  year. 

Cases  of  Scarlet  fever. 


• 

Withington 

Didsbury 

2  * 

S13? 

rC  £ 

CJ  3 
u 

1  Burnage 

Totals 

Number 
removed  to 
Hospital 

January . 

2 

6 

3 

[  I 

4 

February  . 

-  .  ... 

6 

... 

6 

0 

v) 

March  . 

... 

3 

2 

5 

'y 

0 

April . 

7 

... 

i 

8 

'y 

0 

May  . 

3 

i 

2 

6 

X 

June  . 

... 

2 

3 

... 

5 

1 

July  . 

2 

I 

4 

... 

7 

... 

August  . 

i 

I  2 

i 

... 

14 

7 

September  . 

3 

9 

2 

9 

23 

1 2 

October . 

7 

7 

I 

15 

S 

November . 

5 

3 

X 

...  ! 

9 

3 

December . 

6 

i 

X 

... 

8 

3 

36 

51 

l9 

1 1 

117 

48 

It  was  not  necessary  to  take  precautionary  measures  during  the 
first  seven  months  in  the  year  beyond  the  usual  notification  of 
the  occurrence  of  the  cases  to  all  schools  concerned,  the  forward¬ 
ing  of  printed  precautions  to  those  in  charge  of  the  patients,  and  the 
subsequent  disinfection  of  the  premises.  In  August  however,  nine 
out  of  twelve  cases  of  scarlet  fever  in  the  township  of  Didsbury 
having  occurred  in  families  from  which  children  were  sent  to  one 
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particular  school,  it  was  thought  advisable  by  the  authorities  of 
the  school  to  close  it,  although,  for  the  reasons  which  are  given 
below,  it  was  not  by  any  means  certain  that  the  school  itself  was 
acting  as  a  centre  of  infection.  The  schoolroom  was  then 
fumigated,  and  the  walls,  &c.,  were  washed  down.  These  nine 
cases  occurred  in  five  houses,  four  of  which  (with  eight  cases)  were 
situated  close  together,  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  the 
school.  In  none  of  these  four  families  had  the  most  ordinary 
precautions  been  taken  to  prevent  the  spread  of  the  disease,  and 
no  medical  man  had  been  called  in  until  many  days  after  the  fever 
had  commenced.  The  patients  had  been  allowed  in  each  case  to 
come  downstairs  into  the  living-room  while  in  an  infectious  con¬ 
dition  ;  and  in  one  instance  the  patient,  a  girl  of  ten  years,  was  out 
with  her  mother  when  the  Inspector  called,  and  on  their  return  it 
was  elicited  that  they  had  been  together  into  Barlow  Moor  village. 
In  the  same  house,  on  calling  the  following  day,  I  found  the  girl 
sitting  downstairs  at  dinner,  her  hands  at  the  time  peeling  pro¬ 
fusely.  I  cautioned  the  parents  in  each  case  against  permitting 
their  children  to  go  outside  their  homes,  recommending  the  former 
to  keep  the  patients  upstairs,  and  warned  all  the  employers  of 
labour  concerned  in  the  matter  of  the  existence  of  the  fever  at 
these  houses,  and  finally  succeeded  in  persuading  the  parents  to 
allow  six  of  the  eight  cases  in  question  to  be  removed  to  Monsall 
Hospital  No  further  cases  occurred  in  that  part  of  Didsbury. 

During  the  following  month  nine  cases  were  notified  as 
occurring  in  Didsbury,  but  they  were  not  connected  with  any 
particular  school. 

In  September,  also,  seven  cases  occurred  in  three  cottages  situated 
in  a  part  known  as  Old  Fold,  in  the  township  of  Burnage.  Six  of 
these  were  removed  to  hospital ;  the  seventh  case,  which  was  the 
first  in  order  of  sequence  and  was  probably  the  cause  of  the 
remainder,  had  not  been  recognised  as  scarlet  fever ;  no  medical 
man  had  been  called  in  and  it  was  only  from  information  imparted 
by  neighbours  that  I  was  enabled  to  judge  the  nature  of  the 
disease.  Moreover,  the  patient  was  quite  well  at  the  time  I  heard 
of  the  case,  and  all  that  remained  to  do  was  to  disinfect  and 
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cleanse  the  house.  Two  other  cases  occurred  during  this  month 
in  Burnage,  one  of  which  was  removed  to  the  hospital.  One  of 
these  apparently  contracted  the  disease  at  the  Old  Fold  cottages. 

The  cases  which  occurred  in  the  district  during  the  last  three 
months  of  the  year  do  not  call  for  special  notice.  No  school  was 
specially  involve  I,  nor  was  there  anything  in  the  nature  of  an 
epidemic. 

Upon  each  case  of  scarlet  fever  becoming  known,  the  usual 
inquiries  were  made  as  to  the  school,  washing  and  milk  supply; 
and  the  proprietors  of  laundries,  as  well  as  the  authorities  of 
schools,  were  warned  as  soon  as  possible  of  the  existence  of  the 
fever.  1  may  be  permitted  to  remark  in  this  connection  that,  in 
order  that  these  inquiries  may  be  of  real  benefit  to  the  community, 
it  is  essential  that  the  notification  of  infectious  fevers  should  be 
forwarded  to  the  Board  at  the  earliest  possible  moment  after 
their  existence  has  been  discovered. 

The  disinfection  of  the  premises  at  the  termination  of  the 
disease,  or  after  the  removal  of  the  patient  to  hospital,  has  been 
in  each  case  systematically  carried  out,  free  of  cost  to  the  house¬ 
holder. 

Diphtheria  and  Croup. — Thirty-one  cases  of  diphtheria  were 
reported  during  the  year,  and  these  occurred  in  twenty-six 
houses.  In  1890  there  were  fifteen,  in  1891  thirty-two,  and  in 
1892  twenty-seven. 

The  distribution  of  the  cases  in  1893  is  shown  in  the  accom¬ 
panying  table.  The  first  case  which  calls  for  remark  is  one  which 
occurred  in  Chorlton-cum-Hardy  during  the  month  of  April,  in  a 
house  in  which  the  same  disease  had  previously  attacked  two 
members  of  the  family  in  1892.  I  was  unable  to  attribute  the 
fever  to  any  sanitary  defects  of  the  house  :  there  were  no  drains 
inside  the  house,  and  the  arrangements  outside  appeared  to  be 
satisfactory.  As  there  was  an  interval  of  five  months  between  the 
first  two  cases  and  the  third,  it  was  impossible  to  connect  the 
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recurrence  of  the  disease  with  any  imperfection  in  the  disinfection 
of  the  room  and  bedding  after  the  earlier  cases.  Possibly  it  may 
have  been  due  to  some  article  which  had  been  in  contact  with  the 
first  patients,  and  which  had  been  put  away  during  the  interval. 
Such  instances  are  not  unknown. 


Cases  of  Diphtheria. 


Withington 

■JT. 

72 

Chorlton- 

cum-Hardy 

Burnage 

Totals 

Number 

removed  to 

Hospital 

January . 

... 

i 

I 

February  . 

... 

... 

I 

... 

I 

... 

March  . 

i 

I 

... 

2 

I 

April . 

. . . 

. . . 

2 

... 

2 

May  . 

3 

... 

2 

3 

8 

I 

June  . 

... 

. . . 

... 

•• 

... 

:  July  . 

... 

4 

I 

... 

5 

I 

August  . 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

September . 

... 

2 

2 

... 

October . 

2 

i 

2 

... 

5 

November . 

3 

... 

I 

... 

4 

... 

December . 

I 

i 

I 

9 

6 

13 

3 

31 

5 

In  May,  one  of  the  cases  in  Withington  was  clearly  contracted 
while  the  patient  was  nursing  a  case  of  the  same  disease  (which 
proved  fatal)  in  the  Manchester  portion  of  Fallowfield.  Two 
cases  in  the  Whalley  Range  district  occurred  in  the  same  house, 
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the  one  following  the  other  with  an  interval  of  a  month.  An 
examination  of  the  drains  by  means  of  exposure  and  the  smoke 
test  was  made  after  the  first  case,  and  all  the  branch  drains  were 
found  to  be  leaking,  the  w.c.  soil-pipe  and  a  rain-water  pipe  were 
not  cemented  to  their  respective  drains,  and  the  intercepting  trap 
which  existed  outside  the  cellar  drain  was  merely  connected  with 
the  main  drain  by  loose  bricks  placed  on  edge.  These  defects 
were  not  rectified  until  after  the  second  case  had  occurred. 

In  September  a  case  of  diphtheria  occurred  in  Chorlton-cum- 
Hardy  in  the  person  of  a  child  who  had  been  staying  in  Lytham 
for  the  week  immediately  previous,  and  who  therefore  most 
probably  contracted  the  disease  while  away  from  home. 

In  October  there  was  a  case  in  Fallowfield,  followed  in  November 
by  three  other  cases,  two  of  which  lived  next  door  to  the  first  case. 
As  sore  throats  prevailed  very  much  at  the  time  throughout  the 
township  of  Withington,  and  some  alarm  was  manifested,  I  went 
several  times  to  the  school  at  which  members  of  the  three  families 
had  attended,  and  examined  the  throats  of  all  the  children,  but 
no  other  case  occurred,  and  I  have  reason  to  think  that  these 
cases,  although  connected,  were  not  so  through  the  school. 

In  December  a  case  occurred  in  the  house  of  a  person  in 
Chorlton-cum-Hardy  who  took  in  the  washing  of  six  families. 
The  patient  was  removed  to  the  hospital,  and  all  the  clothes  were 
boiled  again  before  being  sent  home  to  their  owners. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  table  that  five  cases  were  removed  to 
hospital ;  four  being  sent  to  Monsall,  and  the  fifth  to  the  Chorlton 
Union  Workhouse. 

The  rooms  occupied  by  the  patients  were  in  each  case  thoroughly 
fumigated  at  the  termination  of  the  illness ;  the  paper  was  stripped 
from  the  walls,  the  walls  were  limewashed,  and  the  bedding  was 
stoved. 

One  case  of  membranous  croup,  which  proved  fatal,  was  reported. 

Whooping  cough. — Four  fatal  cases  occurred  in  the  district 
during  the  year. 

Typhus  fever. — No  cases  have  been  reported. 
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Enteric  fever.—  Sixteen  cases  were  notified  during  the  year, 
two  of  these  occurring  in  the  same  house.  The  townships 
affected  by  this  disease  were  Withington  and  Didsbury,  the  other 
two  escaping  entirely.  It  will  be  observed  in  the  accompanying 
table  that  the  months  of  August,  September,  and  October  were 
the  ones  in  which  this  fever  chiefly  prevailed. 

Cases  of  Enteric  fever. 


Withington 

Didsbury 

Chorlton- 

cum-Hardy 

Burnage 

Total 

Number 

removed  to 

Hospital 

January . 

... 

... 

February  . 

... 

I 

... 

... 

* 

March  . 

... 

I 

... 

... 

I 

... 

April . 

... 

•• 

... 

•• 

May  . 

... 

... 

... 

June  . 

2 

... 

2 

I 

July  . : . 

I 

... 

I 

... 

August  . 

3 

... 

3 

I 

September . 

2 

2 

... 

4 

I 

October . 

v> 

I 

... 

... 

4 

... 

November . 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

December . 

... 

... 

... 

... 

6 

IO 

16 

3 

The  case  which  occurred  in  March  commenced  on  the  9th. 
The  patient  had  been  to  St.  Annes-on-the-Sea  from  February 
18th  to  February  25th — that  is,  twelve  days  before  the  onset  of  the 
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disease  •  and  as  a  second  case  occurred  in  the  house  he  stayed  at 
while  at  St.  Annes,  there  is  every  probability  that  he  contracted 
the  disease  there. 

A  case  which  occurred  in  Didsbury  in  June  commenced  on  the 
14th.  The  patient  had  been  in  Chester  on  May  25th— that,  is 
nineteen  days  before  the  disease  showed  itself.  It  should  be 
remembered  that  although  the  usual  period  of  incubation  of 
enteric  fever  is  from  twelve  to  fourteen  days,  it  may  at  times  be 
as  long  as  three  weeks,  so  that  it  is  possible  that  this  patient 
contracted  the  disease  outside  the  district.  From  this  patient  a 
second  case  arose  in  the  house,  and  the  nurse  who  attended  also 
contracted  the  fever,  and  unfortunately  died  from  it.  Another 
case  which  also  proved  fatal  occurred  in  an  adjoining  street,  the 
yard  doors  of  the  two  houses  opening  into  the  same  back  passage 
at  a  little  distance  from  one  another,  so  that  from  the  one  case  we 
have  two,  possibly  three,  cases  arising. 

A  case  which  occurred  in  Didsbury  in  August  began  on  the 
1 8th.  The  patient  had  been  in  Bolton  from  August  5th  to  the 
7  th. 

A  second  case  in  Didsbury  began  about  the  same  date,  and  it 
was  supposed  that  the  disease  was  contracted  at  Ramsey,  where 
the  patient  had  been  staying  from  August  5th  to  August  18th. 

In  September  a  case  was  reported  in  Fallowfield  which  com¬ 
menced  on  September  9th.  The  patient  had  been  travelling  in 
Scotland  from  August  12th  until  August  28th,  when  he  returned 
home. 

A  second  case  occurred  in  Fallowfield  during  the  same  month, 
the  onset  of  which  was  on  September  13th.  The  patient  was  in 
Birkdale  from  August  29th  until  September  19th. 

In  October  a  case  was  reported  in  Ladybarn  as  commencing  on 
the  19th.  This  patient  had  been  to  Southport  from  September 
19th  until  October  7th. 

The  remainder  of  the  cases  of  enteric  fever  do  not  call  for 
special  mention.  In  all  cases  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  houses 
was  inquired  into,  printed  precautions  were  sent  to  the  houses 


20 


with  instructions  as  to  the  disinfection  of  the  evacuations  from 
the  patients,  and  at  the  termination  of  the  fever  the  ashpits  were 
emptied  and  washed  down  with  solution  of  corrosive  sublimate, 
and  the  water-closets  were  disinfected  by  means  of  the  same 
chemical. 

Diarrhoea. — As  shown  in  Table  VI.,  diarrhoea  has  proved  very 
fatal  during  the  past  year. 

Erysipelas. — Eleven  cases  of  erysipelas  were  reported  during  the 
year,  but  no  fatal  case  occurred. 

Puerperal  fever. — Three  cases  were  reported,  two  of  which 
were  fatal. 

Disinfection.  —  The  number  of  houses  disinfected  after  the 
above  fevers  amounted  to  145.  The  number  of  articles  stoved  by 
the  Manchester  Corporation  for  the  Board  was  4,378,  and  consisted 
of  the  following:  Beds,  196;  mattresses,  302;  pillows,  601; 
blankets,  458  •  counterpanes,  236  ;  carpets,  322  ;  various  articles 
of  clothing,  1,577;  and  sundries,  686. 


Patients  Removed  to  Hospital. 


To  Monsall. 


Smallpox .  13 

Scarlet  fever  .  48 

Diphtheria  .  4 

Enteric  fever  .  3 


To  the  Workhouse  Hospital. 


Smallpox  .  1 

Diphtheria  .  1 


68 


2 
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III. 

m 

An  account  of  the  sanitary  state  of  the  district  generally  at  the 

end  of  the  year. 

Zymotic  Disease. — There  was  no  epidemic  in  progress  at  the  end 
of  the  year  1893,  and  at  the  time  of  writing  this  report  every 
house  in  which  infectious  fevers  occurred  has  been  properly 
disinfected. 

Drainage  of  the  district. —  250  lineal  yards  of  new  sewers  were 
laid  by  property  owners,  under  the  supervision  of  the  Surveyor  of 
the  Board;  and  676  lineal  yards  were  laid  by  the  Board  at  the 
cost  of  property  owners  during  the  past  year.  Also  830  lineal 
yards  of  back  passages  were  drained,  flagged  and  paved  by  the 
Board  at  the  cost  of  the  owners. 

There  still  exist  in  the  district  some  190  houses  which  drain 
into  cesspools  and  streams.  Of  these  the  majority  have  privies 
and  ashpits  but  no  water-closets.  Situated  in  outlying  portions, 
it  would  be  extremely  difficult  and  expensive  to  provide  the 
necessary  sewers  for  these  dwellings,  so  that  a  well-constructed 
cesspool  appears  to  be  the  only  remedy  applicable. 

In  order  to  improve  the  sewerage  outfall  system  at  Chorlton- 
cum-Hardy,  the  Board  has  approved  of  a  scheme  prepared  by 
Mr.  A.  H.  Mountain  (the  Surveyor  of  the  Board)  for  the  con¬ 
struction  of  a  new  outfall  sewer,  about  570  yards  in  length,  and  at 
a  lower  level  than  the  existing  one,  which  works  under  pressure,  in 
order  to  deliver  the  sewage  upon  the  land  at  the  sewage  farm. 

The  result  of  the  scheme,  when  completed,  will  be  to  free  the 
Chorlton-cum  Hardy  sewers,  and  to  permit  of  a  thorough  ventila¬ 
tion  through  them. 

This  work  will  be  in  hand  in  the  course  of  the  next  few  weeks. 

Streams  of  the  district. — There  is  a  perceptible,  though  slight, 
improvement  in  the  condition  of  the  Chorlton  brook  and  its 
tributary  streams  passing  through  the  Local  Board  district. 
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IV. 

A  n  account  of  the  enquiries  made  by  the  Officer  of  Health  as  to 
conditions  injut  ions  to  health  existing  in  the  district ,  and  of 
the  proceedings  relating  to  such  conditions ,  in  which  he  has 
taken  fart  or  advised  under  the  Public  Health  Act  1875. 

A  large  amount  of  sanitary  work  has  been  done  during  the  past 
year,  as  will  be  seen  by  referring  to  the  summary  of  action  of  the 
Sanitary  Committee  which  follows. 

The  application  of  the  smoke-test  in  the  examination  of  the 
sanitary  arrangements  of  a  house  proves  most  useful  in  revealing 
defects  which  might  otherwise  remain  undiscovered,  and  it  is 
strongly  recommended  to  householders  resident  in  the  district 
who  are  doubtful  about  the  drains  of  their  dwellings. 

Of  the  seven  notices  which  were  mentioned  in  the  last  Annual 
Report  as  remaining  over  from  1891,  the  greater  part  of  the  work 
involved  has  been  completed ;  as  regards  the  rest,  fresh  notices 
have  been  issued. 

Of  the  55  notices  left  uncomplied  with  at  the  end  of  1892,  all 
have  been  completed  except  two.  One  of  these  has  been  placed 
in  the  hands  of  the  Board. 

Summary  of  action  of  the  Sanitary  Committee  during  the  year. 

Notices  served  for  the  abatement  of  nuisances,  such  as  foul  and  ill- 
constructed  drains,  closets,  cesspools,  waste  pipes  connected  with 

the  drains,  etc .  190 

Notices,  letters  or  verbal  instructions,  on  account  of  animals  kept  so  as 

to  be  a  nuisance  .  5 

Notices  on  account  of  filthy  premises .  1 

Notices,  letters  or  verbal  instructions,  on  account  of  injurious  and  foul 
accumulations  : 

Nightsoil  tips  .  2 

Manure  heaps  .  4 

Other  injurious  accumulations .  3 

Notices  under  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  Act .  3 

Houses  condemned  as  unfit  for  human  habitation  .  o 

Reported  overcrowding .  3 

Reported  nuisances  in  connection  with  slaughter-houses..  .  o 
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Reported  nuisances  in  connection  with  the  sewers  .  o 

Reported  nuisances  in  connection  with  stables .  i 

Properties  reported,  but  no  action  taken  .  6 

Back  passage  reported,  and  referred  to  the  Highways  Committee  ...  i 

Filthy  streams  and  ponds  reported  .  .  8 

Nuisances  abated  without  notices  ...  . .  35 

Houses  inspected  as  to  their  sanitary  arrangements  and  found  satisfactory  4 
Houses  inspected  as  to  their  sanitary  arrangements  after  cases  of  in¬ 
fectious  fevers .  219 

Recommendations  to  owners  for  sanitary  alterations  ...  .  26 

Verbal  instructions  to  alter  sanitary  arrangements  of  houses  or  premises  o 

Inspections  of  graveyard  of  Chorlton-cum- Hardy  Parish  Church .  4 

Animals  passed  as  being  fit  for  human  food  .  o 

Water  analysis  .  4 

Milk  analysis .  o 

Food  analysis .  o 

Prosecution  on  account  of  impure  milk  .  o 

,,  ,,  ,,  water  . . .  1 


Smoke  observations  .  4 

,,  fine  .  o 

Chimney  firing .  14 

,,  „  fines  for  (amounting  to  19s.  6d.)  .  14 

Smoke-testing  of  drains .  19  houses 

Properties  reported  as  being  without  proper  water  supply  .  13 

Notices  to  enter  premises  under  section  41  of  the  Public  Health  Act  ...  5 

Notices  to  provide  water  supply  to  houses  .  8 


The  190  sanitary  notices  mentioned  in  the  summary  affected 
438  houses  and  premises.  153  of  the  notices  have  been  satis¬ 
factorily  complied  with,  5  were  cancelled,  and  32  remain  uncom¬ 
pleted.  The  necessary  work  in  16  of  these  is  at  present  in  process 
of  being  executed. 

The  Board  has  carried  out  the  work  for  the  owners  in  the  case 
of  45  of  the  above  notices,  and  also  in  many  other  cases  in  which 
verbal  or  written  recommendations  were  made. 


Particulars  as  regards  milk  sellers,  &*c. 

Registered  milk  sellers  in  the  district .  86 

Registered  cowkeepers .  29 

Cowsheds .  61 

Number  of  bakehouses  (W8,  D6,  C6) .  20 

Number  of  slaughter-houses  (W3,  D2,  Cx) .  6 


24 


In  the  case  of  the  four  farms  mentioned  in  the  Annual  Report  for 
1892  in  which  the  cowsheds  drained  into  cesspools,  and  the  water 
supply  was  obtained  from  pumps  upon  the  premises,  the  water  has 
been  analysed  by  the  County  Analyst,  and  notices  have  been  issued 
to  provide  Manchester  water.  In  three  instances  the  notices  have 
already  been  complied  with,  and  in  the  case  of  the  fourth  the  water 
will  no  doubt  be  laid  on  shortly. 

Water  has  also  been  provided  to  the  five  cottages  at  Hurst 
Fold,  Burnage,  and  also  to  the  three  cottages  known  as  Bibby’s 
Cottages. 

The  slaughter-houses  have  been  duly  inspected  during  the  year, 
but  no  nuisances  calling  for  notices  have  been  found. 

Ashpits. — The  number  of  ashpits  emptied  during  the  year 
amounts  to  13,435,  viz.  : — 6,885  with  privies,  6,550  without 
privies. 


Table  of  DEA  THS  during  the  year  / 8gj  in  the  Urban  Sanitary  District  of  Withington,  classified  according  to  Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities. 


names  OF 
localities 


(a) 


Mortality  from  all  Causes,  at 
subjoined  Age's 


Mortality  from  subjoined  causes,  distinguishing  Deaths  of  Children  under  Five  Years  of  Age 


Withington . 

Didibury . 

Chorlton-cum-  H  ardy 

Burnage  . 


Among  persons  admitted 
from  the  district  into 
the  Chorlton  Union 
Workhouse . 


Totals 


Deaths  occurring  outside 
the  district  among  per¬ 
sons  belonging  thereto 
(at  Monsall)  . 


Deaths  occurring  within  the 
district  among  persons 
not  belonging  thereto  : 
Chorlton  Union  Workhouse 
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(B)  Table  of  POPULATION ,  BIRTHS ,  and  of  NEW  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  SICKNESS  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  during  the  year  1 8 cjj  in  the  Urban  Sanitary  District  of  Withington ,  classified  according  to  Diseases,  Ages, 
and  Localities. 


*  Removed  to  Chorlton  Union  Hospital,  one  case  ol  diphtheria  and  one  of  smallpox,  included  in  the  above  table. 
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